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Wrth galon cerdded 

At the heart of walking 

 

 

Ron Williams (Chair of North Wales Area) 

opened Welsh Council 2019 and gave a 

warm welcome to everyone. Ron spoke 

about the History of Nant Gwrtheyrn and 

how the venue has been developed over 

the years. He encouraged members to 

continue to report problems on footpaths.  

 

 

Chris Hodgson, Chair of Ramblers 

Cymru welcomed everyone and thanked 

members for volunteering at Welsh 

Council. He praised and thanked the 

staff for all their hard work and 

introduced Van Griffiths, CEO Ramblers 

GB. Van spoke about the positive 

changes she has seen over the last 3 

years since joining Ramblers and she 

highlighted future plans for growth, 

improving communications and better 

access to resources for volunteers. 
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Angela Charlton kicked off Welsh 

Council 2019 with the Annual Review 

and the exciting plans going forward. 

 

Rachael Bayley gave an 

interesting workshop about the 

new support for the amazing 

volunteers who protect and 

maintain paths and lead walks. 

Thanks to Joanna Slattery for giving an informative walk and talk around 

the beautiful grounds of Nant Gwrtheyrn. 

Interesting and informative presentations were given on the Paths for 

People project and the important work with highway authorities and 

community councils to open neglected paths for all to enjoy. 

Our Policy and 

Advocacy team, 

Rebecca Brough and 

Paula Renzel 

discussed the exciting 

new plans for a 

campaign to improve 

signposting on public 

rights of way.  

Oliver Wicks and Richard 

Tyler spoke about the 

ongoing partnership work to 

‘reboot’ the Cambrian Way 

with a new guidebook being 

launched soon. 

 



WHAT HAPPENED AT WELSH COUNCIL 

NANT GWRTHEYRN, NORTH WALES 

23 & 24 MARCH 2019 

  

page 3 
 

Wrth galon cerdded 
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Gwenda Fitzpatrick and Ruth Curle of 

Vale of Glamorgan Ramblers talked us 

through how they communicate and 

engage with their members. 

 

 

Members were able to meet 

and ask questions to the 

Welsh Council Executive 

Committee. 

 

Sunday concentrated on the formal business part of Welsh Council which 

saw 2 constitutional motions received and carried and the following elected: 

President: Will Renwick 

Vice Presidents: Ron Williams, Richard Lloyd Jones, Denis McAteer, 

Huw Irranca Davies and Max Grant. 

Chair: Chris Hodgson 

Vice Chairs: Anne Lucas and George Allingham 

Treasurer: John Cook 

WCEC Members: Elwyn Williams, Gwyn Lewis, Stan Winstanley, 

Gwenda Fitzpatrick and Denis McAteer. 

Co-options:  Dr Ruth Hussey and Richard Trueman 
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At the heart of walking 

 

Kate Ashbrook, Chair of the 

Ramblers GB board gave an 

inspiring speech highlighting the 

need to celebrate our history loud 

and wide and work together to 

ensure a bright future happens. 

h 

 

 

Richard May talked about simple practical ways of increasing membership and 

Alison Mitchell spoke about her experiences at the Ramblers. Marika Kovacs 

reminded us all about the importance of inclusion and accessibility for members. 

The after-dinner speech was given by 

Will Renick, President of Ramblers 

Cymru.  He spoke passionately about 

the Welsh landscape and the 

incredible access we have in Wales. 

 

A wonderful evening on Saturday 

night took place with entertainment 

from Twmpathology. 

 


